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EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: UNCTAD, EGEN 

SUB J : UNCTAD: CHARTER PARAGRAPH ON SEABEDS 

SUMMARY: THIS CABLE SUMMARIZES STATUS OF DRAFTING ON PARA 
ON SEABEDS IN CHAPTER III OF CHARTER OF ECONOMIC RIGHTS AND 
DUTIES. ACTION REQUESTED: DEPARTMENT GUIDANCE REQUESTED 
ASAP ON PROPOSALS DISCUSSED PARAS 3 AND 5 BELOW. 

1. WORKING GROUP I HELD FIRST READING OF CHAPTER I PARA ON SEABEDS. 
USDEL T*BLED TEXT FROM POSITION PAPER. MEXICO THANKED U.S. FOR 
WILLINGNESS INCLUDE PARA ON SEABEDS. USSR REITERATED SUPPORT FOR 
ALTERNATIVE B IN TC/B/AC.12/2. INDIA SAID ANY PARA MUST INCLUDE 
CERTAIN KEY PRINCIPLES NOTABLY CONCEPTS OF COMMON HERITAGE OF 
SEABEDS, PEACEFUL USES AND EQUITABLY SHARED BENEFITS OF EXPLOITATION. 
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SEVERAL DELS (MAINLY WESTERN) SAID THEY WOULD STUDY U.S. TEXT. 
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IN SUMMARY. CHAIR SAID THERE NO LONGER OPPOSITION TO INCLUSION OF 
TEXT ON SEABEDS AND THERE SUFFICIENT AGREED TEXTS IN RES 2749 (XXV) 

TO EASE TASK OF DRAFTING GROUP. 

2. IN DRAFTING GROUP, MEXICO SAID COULD NOT ACCEPT TEXT ON 
SEABEDS WHICH SIMPLY REFERENCED RESOLUTION 2749 (XXV). 

SAID CHARTER IS DOCUMENT FOR FUTURE AND SHOULD CONTAIN MINIMUM 
NUMBER OF AGREED PRINCIPLES STATED IN FORM OF DUTIES OF STATES. 

HE TALED FOLLOWING TEXT: QUOTE: THE SEABED AND OCEAN FLOOR 

AND THE SUB-SOIL THEREOF BEYOND THE LIMITS OF NATIONAL JURISDICTION, 

AS WELL AS THE RESOURCES OF THE AREA ARE THE COMMON HERITAGE OF 
MANKIND. ALL STATES HAVE THE DUTY TO ENSURE THAT ITS UTILIZATION, 
EXPLORATION AND EXPLOITATION ARE CARRIED OUT EXCLUSIVELY FOR PEACEFUL 
PURPOSES AND FOR THE BENEFIT OF ALL PEOPLES. UNQUOTE. 

3. INDIA OBJECTED THAT MEXICAN TEXT DID NOT ADEQUATELY COVER CONVEPT 
OF EQUITABLE SHARING OF BENEFITS. HE PROPOSED, AND MEXICO ACCEPTED, 

THAT SECOND SENTENCE OF MEXICAN TEXT BE DELETED AND FOLLOWING 
SUBSTITUTED: QUOTE: ALL STATES HAVE THE DUTY TO ENSURE THAT THEIR 
UTILIZATION, EXPLOITATION AND EXPLORATION ARE CARRIED OUT EXCLUSIVELY 
FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES AND THAT THE BENEFITS THEREFROM ARE SHARED 
EQUITABLY AMONG ALL STATES TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE PARTICULAR 
INTERESTS 

AND NEEDS OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. UNQUOTE. 

4. USDEL NOTED WE HAD TAKEN IMPORTANT STEP IN AGREEING TO 
INSERT PARA ON SEABEDS AND URGED ADOPTION OF NEUTRAL TEXT. HE 
POINTED TO DIFFICULTIES OF PICKING AND CHOOSING FROM BALANCED 
DOCUMENT LIKE RES 2749 (XXV). USSR CONTINUED SUPPORT 
ALTERNATIVE B AND SUGGESTED PERHAPS BEST COURSE OF ACTION WOULD 
BE TO LEAVE WHOLE PARA OPEN UNTIL JUNE MEETING. MEXICO AND 

LDC'S DID NOT AGREE. USSR DEL SAID PRIVATELY HE HAD SOME 
PROBLEMS WITH U.S. TEXT NOTABLY USE OF NATIONAL JURISDICTION. 

WHICH IS UNDEFINED AND LEAVES DECISION TO EACH STATE, INSTEAD 
OF CONTINENTAL SHELF, WHICH IS MORE CLEARLY DEFINED. U.S., 

USSR AND MEXICAN-INDIAN TEXTS ARE NOW ONLY TEXTS BEFORE 
DRAFTING GROUP. 

5. COMMENT: USDEL CONCERNED WE MAY BECOME ISOLATED IF 

WE CONTINUE BE UNWILLING INSERT IN CHARTER PRINCIPLES ON SEABEDS 
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AGREED IN RES 2749 (XXV). WE NOTE THAT MEXICAN-INDIAN DRAFT 
IS BASICALLY SKILLFUL REDRAFT OF PORTIONS OF PARAS 1, 5, 7, AND 
9 OF RES 2749 (XXV). OUR TACTICAL POSITION WOULD BE ENHANCED IF 
WE WERE TO SAY WE COULD ACCEPT PRECISE LANGUAGE OF RES 2749 (XXV). 

IF DEPT. APPROVES, WE WOULD USE PARAS 1, 5, 7, AND 9. 

6. REQUEST GUIDANCE SOONEST. DALE 
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